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April 24: Panamanian Health Ministry spokespersons reported that since cholera was first detected
in September, 1,581 persons have contracted the disease, and 37 have died. Thus far in 1992, 407
cases have been confirmed. April 27: Honduran Health Minister Cesar Castellanos reported the first
confirmed case of cholera in Tegucigalpa. He added that three more people were under observation.
A total of 16 cases have been confirmed nationwide, 14 in southern Honduras and one in the
west, both in areas near the border Salvadoran border. Half of Tegucigalpa's 800,000 inhabitants
live in 118 poor neighborhoods where three-quarters of the residents have neither sewage nor
potable water service. Guatemalan health authorities reported six new confirmed cholera cases
in the capital and 78 people under observation. The victims are residents of two Guatemala City
neighborhoods, both of which are subject to chronic drinking water shortages. Costa Rican Health
Minister Carlos Castro told reporters that the first case of cholera which originated in Costa Rica had
been confirmed. The victim, a resident of Puriscal (50 km. west of San Jose), contracted the disease
in Heredia, located 10 km. from the capital. Thus far, four persons who contracted the disease in
other countries have received treatment in Costa Rica. Castro indicated that a "red alert" had been
declared throughout the nation and that health authorities were inspecting agricultural and meat
products from Puriscal and Heredia. April 28: Costa Rican health officials reported that eight people
were diagnosed as cholera carriers, six in Puriscal and two in Heredia. Next, an individual from
Guapiles, in the Atlantic coast region, was under observation. The government has prohibited the
sale of foodstuffs on the streets, as well as accelerated programs to upgrade potable water supply
facilities and public education campaigns. The Nicaraguan Health Ministry reported four new cases
of cholera, bringing the total to 30 nationwide. Three of the new cases are residents of Managua,
and the fourth lives in Chinandega department. Honduran health officials reported a new case of
cholera, bringing the national total to 17. April 29: Honduran Health Minister Castellanos reported
the deaths of five people residing in Lislique, La Union department (El Salvador). [The area is part
of "bolson Dolores," one of several areas contested by the Honduran and Salvadoran governments.]
Foreign Ministry spokespersons later reported that the victims were Salvadoran. April 30: Santiago
Almeida, head of the Salvadoran Health Ministry's epidemiology division, reported that five elderly
persons had died of cholera and that 20 more had been diagnosed with the disease. The victims
were residents of a geriatric center, home to 245 people. Health authorities placed the center under
quarantine. May 1: Salvadoran Health Ministry spokespersons reported that 10 people had died of
cholera and 50 more had contracted the disease. Next, the spokespersons confirmed that the Rio
Goascoran which demarcates part of the border between El Salvador and Honduras is contaminated
with the cholera bacteria. Five other rivers in El Salvador are contaminated. May 3: Nicaraguan
Health Minister Ernesto Salmeron reported that a total of 44 cases of cholera had been confirmed.
He said health authorities estimate that between 700 and 1,500 Nicaraguans are asymptomatic
cholera carriers. May 4: Nicaraguan Health Ministry spokesperson Rosario Montenegro reported
that a total of 45 cholera cases had been confirmed: 17 in Managua; 11 in Tipitapa; eight in San
Marcos; and the remainder in Leon and Boaco departments. She said the cholera bacteria has been
detected in Xolotlan Lake in Managua, in the Apoyo and Masaya lakes, and in the Tipitapa River,
18 km. north of the capital. Honduran health officials reported that 29 cases of cholera had been
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confirmed, including one new case in the capital and one in Olancho department. (Basic data from
Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 04/24/92, 04/27/92, 04/28/92,
04/30/92; Agence France-Presse, 04/24/92, 04/27-29/92, 05/03/92, 05/04/92; Notimex, 05/01/92,
05/04/92)
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